public notice until the last session of parliament, when Mr Mackinnon obtained a parliamentary committee to consider the expediency of framing some legislative enactments, (due respect being paid to the rights of the clergy,) so as to remedy the evils complained of. This committee deemed it expedient to consider the subject under the three following heads: 1. Whether the custom of interments within the precincts of large towns or populous places be injurious to the health of the community ? 2. In the event of the injury being proved, what remedies could be suggested ? 3. In what manner the remedies ought to be applied, so as not to interfere with vested rights ?
The committee report, with regard to the first head of the inquiry, that they cannot arrive at any other conclusion than that the nuisance of interments in large towns, and the injury arising to the health of the community from the practice, are fully proved. The committee, then, recommend, with reference to the second head, that such legislative enactments should be framed as would prevent the interment of the dead in or near the habitations of the living. Under the third head an instructive lesson is taught the medical profession, it being recommended that in framing these enactments, particular attention be paid to the vested interests of the clergy and parish clerks. It appears, however, that there has been a very singular, and we cannot help thinking, an undignified collusion between some of the clergy and the undertakers; the former selling to the undertaker the hatbands and scarves with which they are provided by the half, and at the sides from eleven and a half to fifteen and a half inches.
A French grave, according to these measurements occupies a surface of from twenty-four to twenty-seven and a half square feet. The Emperor Joseph's edict fixes the breadth at four feet, and the thickness of the partition at the same, giving a superficies of not less than seventy to eighty square feet. The thickness of the partition wall averages eleven inches in Germany. Dr. Riecke thinks this too little ; it should be at least double, or twenty-two inches. In heavy soils the French maximum of nineteen inches might be adopted; but in very light ground the partitions should be from three to four feet thick ; and under all circumstances, the deeper the grave the thicker must be the partition. Our 
